
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IS THIS OUR LONGEST ONGOING CLUB 

PROJECT? 
 

Some clubs have Lions parks and some have Lions halls – but no clubs can match 

Kyogle and Beaudesert Lions Clubs. They have a Lions Road. 

 
THE LIONS ROAD, A FASCINATING ACHIEVEMENT IN LIONS HISTORY 

 
It’s one of Australian Lions’ most amazing, 
most ambitious and, even for a time, most 
ridiculed projects. 
One of the longest ongoing club projects in 
Australian Lions history, it’s soon to be 
featured in an episode of the ABC’s Back 
Roads program. 
It’s the Lions Road, due to celebrate its 
half-century in 2023. 
When the NSW Northern Rivers Lions Club 
of Kyogle announced in the late 1960s it 
was going to build a road to form a scenic 
forest link between Queensland and NSW, 
the doubters queued to lay scorn.  
It will never happen, they chorused. 
Absurd! What would a Lions Club know 
about building a road?  
What the doubters hadn’t taken into 
account was larger-than-life local Lion and 

businessman Jack Hurley and a bunch of 
his spade-wielding Kyogle Lions mates. 
 
AUDACIOUS PLAN 
While a train line had been pushed 
through rugged country in about 1930, for 
decades since locals had fought furiously 
for such a cross-border road link to bring 
together the Summerland Way in New 
South Wales and the Mount Lindesay 
Highway near Rathdowney, Queensland at 
Running Creek. 
That such an audacious plan, to join 
Kyogle and Beaudesert in Queensland, 
succeeded is a fascinating highpoint in 
Australian Lions history. 
Today the link is hailed as a scenic 
masterpiece, one of the best drives on the 
Australian east coast. 

The NSW state government rejected construction of the road as too expensive, so Kyogle Lions took to the tools to build it themselves. 



Taking in the upper section of the Border 
Ranges National Park and the McPherson 
Range through Gradys Creek, it allows 
travellers to experience sub-tropical 
rainforest and view the spectacular spiral 
loop railway-engineering feat known as 
the Border Loop. 
Yet it almost never happened. 
As six-times Kyogle President Col Griffiths 
recounts today, all plans for such a link 
seemed doomed when in 1969 the then 
state government announced ‘there’s no 
money available to build that road, not 
now and not in the foreseeable future’.  
Appalled by such a knockback, Kyogle’s 
Jack Hurley and fellow Lions leapt into 
action. 
 “It all started when our club met at a 
changeover meeting to see what they 
would do as a community project,” says 
Col Griffiths, “and someone said ‘well, why 
don’t we make the road?’  They started out 
with a $2000 bank balance and it went 
from there.” 
 
“IT WILL NEVER WORK” 
While many locals applauded the 
extraordinarily ambitious plan, elsewhere 
the announcement was met with 
incredulity. 
“People were saying ‘it will never work, 
you’ll never get that to happen”, recalls Jim 
Hurley. “And of course for my old dad, the 
determined man that he was, being told he 
couldn’t do something was just the 
challenge he needed. 
“Then when the idea started to gain some 
traction, people on the Beaudesert side of 
the border and the Beaudesert Lions Club 
there got behind it as well.” 
According to Jim, his father Jack, a local 
businessman, trucking company principal 
and a founder of Kyogle Lions, was in his 
element revving up support for the road 
and worked tirelessly influencing others..  
Taken by the local upsurge in 
enthusiasm, and the fact Lions and locals 
were literally rolling up their sleeves to 

get involved, major companies came on 
board. 
“The Shell company provided 20 tins of 
diesel, people donated tractors and 
graders and the pipe company Humes 
donated pipes for the gullies,” says Jim. 
According to Col Griffiths, many farmers 
volunteered at weekends to work side by 
side with Lions and others on fencing, 
building culverts and whatever else 

The Lions Road provides a direct link through spectacular 
country between NSW and Queensland. 



needed doing. “A lot of them were dairy 
farmers and their wives and kids would 
milk on the Sunday afternoon while the 
husbands were helping the Lions fellows 
do the road. There are a lot of good stories 
around the place but unfortunately there 
are not many still alive who actually 
worked on the road.” 
 
GOAT TRACK 
Jim Hurley, whose grandfather on his 
mother’s side used to drive goats up from 
Grady's Gap on the Kyogle side of the 
border to Beaudesert over the Richmond 
Gap near where the road now runs, 
contends such a mammoth project would 
never get off the ground today with 
current regulations. “You would need an 
act of parliament – but back then my dad 
just pushed on through.”  
KYOGLE’S PRIDE 
This historic moment in Lions community 
involvement is still viewed proudly by 
Kyogle Lions who maintain a road 
overview. 
While the Lions Road, which comprises an 
11km section of the link, might easily have 
been built and then forgotten, Kyogle 
Lions with help from others see it as their 
duty to continually fundraise to aid 
maintenance. 
Throughout the road’s history the club has 
been regularly making $10,000 and 
$20,000 grants for upkeep. 
Much money comes from a theft-proof 
donation box on the NSW border side. 

Generally it contains coins, yet so 
affectionately is the Lions Road regarded 
by some travellers, it’s not uncommon for 
Kyogle Lions to retrieve the odd $50 or 
$20 note from inside. 
“We put the money collected in a separate 
account that can only be used for road 
purposes, because it’s from public 
donations,” explains Col. “When it builds 
up we generally talk to the Shire to see if 
there’s something to be done – and we 
either pay for it or they go 50/50 with us. 
“But more recently we’ve been a bit 
smarter and if we give the shire a dollar 
and they put in a dollar, we then lobby 
state and federal governments to match 
that or come to the party with something 
better. So one of our dollars could end up 
being four or five dollars. 
“We have just received a $539,000 NSW 
state government grant so it makes the 
latest donation about a $700,000 project, 
including our $100,000 and what the 
council has put in, to improve the safety 
and do upgrades such as replacing a 
culvert that’s giving us a bit of trouble.” 
 
MOVED TO VERSE 
When the Lions Road eventually opened, 
the response was loud and triumphant. This rail viaduct is one of the engineering feats to be seen 

along the way. Photo: Red Nomad Oz 

Via the Lions collection box near the border, travellers can donate for 
the road’s upkeep. 



So moved was the previous NSW Minister 
for Local Government and Roads, ex-
Sydney mayor Harry Jensen, he penned a 
poem, Ode to The Lions Road. 
 
On McPherson's Range at Richmond Gap, 
Near Lynch's Creek on the council map, 
A road has been built by Kyogle's Lions, 
That countrymen's spirit and courage defines. 
 
The twists and turns of the tortured tracks,  
Have been straightened out by unstraightened 
backs,  
Officialdom said "It couldn't be done".  
But the people knew better and finally won. 
 
This road through Wiangaree offers so much, 
With staghorns and elkhorns, too lovely to touch, 
The scene at The Loop is grand and unique, 
As is the wild country approaching the peak. 
 
Strong people must always be ready to fight, 
When Governments deny them a basic right, 
Kyogle's great effort, its people's concern, 
Provides an example for all who would learn. 
 
When the future provides its paved link, 
I hope there'll be some who will stop and think, 
Of the boldness, faith and vision of men, 

Who built the Road by the glow worm's Glen. 

HISTORY & UPCOMING CELEBRATIONS 
Hailed as built on “local spirit, foresight 
and guts”, the 11km gravel road (now 
sealed) was completed for car traffic in 
1971 but was not officially opened until 
1973. 
An official half-century celebration will 
take place in 2023 – yet as Kyogle’s Col 
Griffiths explains, it could have been 
earlier but for a delay in the road’s initial 
opening.  
“It wasn’t officially opened until 
September 1973 because the Department 
of Agriculture at the time wouldn’t let 
vehicles through for fear of bringing cattle 
tick into NSW from Queensland. So the 
gate was locked. But after a little lobbying 
they relented and allowed a six-month 
trial with someone manning the gate, 
unlocking and locking it whenever anyone 
went through. But the road became so 
popular during that period they eventually 
said ‘okay, we’ll keep manning it for you’.” 
Several years ago physical manning of the 
gate was replaced by electronic 
surveillance.  

 

1The route takes in a patchwork quilt of attractions. Photo: The Rainforest Way





   FOOTNOTE: Because of Covid-19, travel into Queensland via the Lions Road has recently 
been restricted.  
 
  FOR HIGHLIGHTS OF DRIVING THE LIONS ROAD, VISIT: 
– Lions Executive Officer Rob Oerleman’s blog at www.lionsclubs.org.au/lions-road-northern-
nsw-one-of-australias-great-scene-roads   
– Red Nomad Oz’s website at www.redzaustralia.com/2014/11/7-reasons-to-road-trip-the-
lions-road  
- The Rainforest Way at 
www.therainforestway.com.au/touring-
routes/lions-road 

 

VALE DICK PEEL 
Readers of this regular e-newsletter feature 
story will likely remember Lion Dick Peel, 
the endearing subject of our story late last 
year on the Lake Boga Club’s flying boat 
museum. Sadly Dick, co-founder of the 
museum, passed away last month. He will 
be remembered fondly by many. 
 

Dick Peel, pictured last year at a side gun of 
the Lake Boga Flying Boat Museum’s 

Catalina. 
 

Looking toward Queensland from the Lions Road. Photo: Red Nomad Oz
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