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Commitment leads to action. Action brings your 
dreams closer.  Marcia Wieder

Whilst the District is currently suffering from a loss 
of members up to the end of February, it is timely 
to remind clubs of March Membership Month.  If 
you haven’t specifically addressed the issue of 
sustainable membership in your club so that you 
better serve your local community, then you really 
need to do so now.  Our District Development 
Group remains available to assist clubs with their 
membership growth plans.  Lions Australia will be 
stepping up their promotional campaign to assist 
raise the profile of Lions throughout March.  So 
please take advantage of it.

Please remember that the key to sustainable 
membership is to ‘stop the drops’ by providing 
your members with the best ‘membership 
experience’ they can get.  Members want to be 
active on club projects and have a great social 
experience with fellow members also.  Most 
importantly we need to be aware of potential 
internal conflicts between members and to ensure 
the correct club environment exists in order to 
handle these appropriately.  It is indeed a very large 
ask of all Club Presidents. It was great to see 
several of our Brisbane clubs attend a “Just Ask” 
Membership Growth workshop on 1st March at 
which all committed to working with District and 
MD programmes to grow their clubs. Ekibin Lions 
recently completed a similar programme with 
terrific results from just asking people who have 
had some association with their club over the years 
and were pleasantly surprised when they said they 
would love to join their club.  They even attracted 
much younger people who are now going to 
invigorate that club with fresh ideas and 
enthusiasm.  Think about it.  The value to the club 
is obvious but the value to their local communities 
will be immeasurable.  Remember “Just Ask” – the 
answer will always be “NO” if you never ask.

We are now moving into the finals judging for 
Youth of the Year at Zone, Region and District 
level.  Congratulations to District Coordinator 
Jenny Maguire and all the clubs that participated in 
achieving the goal of 50 clubs participating in the 
50th year.  Jenny is to be also congratulated on her 
recent appointment to serve for three years on the 
YOTY Multiple District Committee as the QLD 
representative.  This programme is an excellent 
example of the opportunities that Lions provides 
for youth and their families in our communities.  

International President Barry Palmer would like 
Lions of the world to focus on “family” related 
activities for the upcoming month of April.  Many 
years ago it was common for all Lions activities to 
involve all family members and he would like us to 
return to that wonderful period in our history by 
making it a common occurrence once again starting 
in April.  There are many activities/events that 
Lions can involve their family in.  Indeed, in many 
parts of the world now, there are Lions clubs being 
formed entirely focussed on families with a 
children’s cache organised for club meetings and 
events.  What can your club do to involve your 
families more?  Also, you don’t need to be on the 
club’s Board/Executive to have good ideas.  Speak 
up and be heard.  Why not invite your YOTY 
contestants from recent years and their families to 
an information event telling them about the other 
great work your club does in their community and 
don’t forget to “Just Ask”. 

April also sees the advent of the final Lions Global 
Service Action Campaign for this year of 
“Protecting our Environment”.  District 
Coordinator for the Environment is Lion Penny 
Kourra who can be contacted on         
pc-environment@lions201q1.org.au for several 
different ideas on how your club can contribute.  
Many may have already participated in Clean-Up 
Australia Day and are to be congratulated on their 
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efforts.  But why not also consider a tree planting 
project involving the whole family of Lions, LEOs, 
Lioness and our own personal families.  Remember 
that LCI have adopted as a global Lions programme 
the planting of trees.

All clubs should now be calling for nominations for 
the coming year for their Board of Directors and key 
Executives.  I encourage newer members to seek 
nomination and experience the club from a different 
viewpoint.  We are also encouraging our new 
leaders to come forward.  This is vital to the 
ongoing success of Lions Clubs International.  Club 
Secretaries need to remember that they have certain 
obligations to fill at this time of the year with 
respect to the incoming Executive and Board and 
reporting to District, Multiple District and LCI.  If 
you are at all unsure of these obligations please 
contact Cabinet Secretary Libby on 
cabsec@lions201q1.org.au   Please remember – 
your Club Secretary may be very experienced and 
has not changed for several years BUT, the 
administration of Lions Clubs and technologies 
have changed.  Many of the issues I have been faced 
with over the last 8 months have directly related to 
Board members not fully understanding the modern 
day demands of their role.  AND as a WARNING.  I 
have recently attended a training workshop on 
Director’s roles and responsibilities in the Not for 
Profit sector.  The regulators now have a keen focus 
on NFP Boards, especially in incorporated bodies, 
where more than one family member has a key 
position on the Board.  It is not considered as “good 
governance” and will be coming under closer 
scrutiny.  Also remember that Directors and Officers 
insurance may not cover your Directors in all 
circumstances particularly if governance 
requirements have been breached.  So please be 
diligent in the election of your Boards.  

A key requirement for clubs is to ensure that they 
are “in good standing” as we lead into our MD 
Convention (our national AGM).  Your members 
need to have paid their fees to the club and the club 
needs to have paid its half yearly dues to LCI as 
well as the MD/District half yearly dues.  I was 
absolutely astounded at the number of clubs that had 
not paid their dues as of the end of February which 
is some two months late.  CLUB 
TREASURERS!!!!!  You need to register with LCI 
to receive your dues alerts “on-line” so that you can 
attend to their payment promptly.  You do not need 
Board approval to pay them but should certainly 
seek ratification at the next possible Board or 
General meeting.  If you do not understand the 

process please contact District Treasurer, PCC 
David McKenzie urgently on 
cabtreas@lions201q1.org.au   

These are serious matters.  If your club’s PU101 is 
not lodged then your incoming Board cannot be 
officially recognised and listed within Lions 
directories – they simply have no idea who the new 
Board is.  If your member fees are not paid you 
become non-financial as a member and have no 
voting rights at this important time of the year.  
Surely you have a right to be heard.  If the club has 
not paid its dues then it has no voting rights at 
Convention and indeed could risk financial 
suspension or even be placed in Status Quo thus 
preventing them from operating as a Lions Club.  I 
can assure you that nobody wants to see this 
happen.  So EVERY MEMBER has the right and is 
indeed encouraged to ask their club Executive to 
confirm that they and the Club are currently “in 
good standing”.  

Unfortunately we see this happen with the same 
clubs time and again.  And I can assure you that 
when we check the records these clubs have been 
regular NON-ATTENDERS at the incoming club 
officer training workshops conducted in May/June 
of each year.  For those Lions elected as the 
incoming Club President you have an obligation to 
ensure that your key executives attend these training 
workshops to adequately prepare them for YOUR 
year as President.  It does not matter how long they 
may have previously served in the role.  You will be 
informed of the dates for these workshops in the 
coming weeks.  LOOK OUT FOR THEM!!!!!

Incoming Club Presidents are encouraged to also 
seek club approval to undertake the Club Excellence 
Process (CEP) to enable the club to formalise its 
goals and actions for the upcoming year.  It is a 
marvellous planning and management tool which 
assists clubs to reassess their capability and capacity  
to meet the needs of their local communities on a 
regular basis.  The District Development Group is 
recommending that the first CEP for a club be 
facilitated by an experienced independent Lion 
especially trained in CEP.  Any subsequent CEP 
workshops can be handled internally within the club 
utilising the CEP Lite programme.  Information is 
available by contacting the District GLT 
Coordinator – 2nd VDG Elect Graham Jackson on                                                 
glt-d@lions201q1.org.au .  Please remember, that if 
you register on-line at LCI for CEP or CEP Lite you 
MUST ALSO REGISTER your participation with 
Lion Graham so that he can properly assist you.
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I would also like to recognise two other Lions of our 
District who have taken on added leadership 
responsibilities.  Lion Kim Forrest recently 
graduated from the Advanced Lions Leadership 
Institute and PDG John McCrae has been appointed 
to the Multiple District Leadership Committee for a 
period of three years commencing in July 2014.  
Congratulations to them both.  I also encourage any 
Lion aspiring to a leadership role or just interested 
in personal development to attend any of the 
Emerging Lion or Regional Lions Leadership 
Institutes when they are advertised.

I am still assessing potential candidates for the 
February Project of the Month and will broadcast 
the result to clubs via Cabinet Secretary Libby 
shortly.  BUT, I am pleased to belatedly announce 
that the Project of the Month for December 2013 is 
the Apple MAQ Lions Aid and Relief Centre 
(LARC) Project for the work they have done in 
coordinating the collection and redistribution of 
disused Redlands Hospital beds and equipment and 
disused student desks and equipment from 
Somerville House, to needy communities in typhoon 
and cyclone affected areas in the Philippines and 
Tonga. 

It was indeed a pleasure to induct the new LEOs and 
install the Club Officers for the newly established 
Ormeau SHS Lincs LEO Club in late February.  
They are a truly fantastic and enthusiastic group of 
young citizens with a very supportive school 
principal, School Liaison Officer and LEO Club 
Advisors.  The Ormeau Lions and the District LEO 
Coordinator, Lion John Wearne, are all to be 
congratulated.  Whilst our official Lions 
membership may be flagging a little, we have 
inducted many young people into our Lions family 
these past few months with the formation of three 
new LEO Clubs.  Whilst their numbers are not 
officially recognised in the LCI membership 
numbers for Clubs, they are just as, if not more, 
important additions to our family.  I have now 
commenced my DG visitations to as many LEO 
Clubs in the District as we can logistically 
coordinate given their usual meeting times during 
school hours.  Maybe I was made redundant for a 
reason!!!  I have lots of spare time to meet and talk 
with these wonderful members of our family.  I will 
also be attending the State LEO Conference on 15th 
March at Lions Camp Duckadang.

Congratulations to all those clubs that sponsor a 
LEO Club.  Remember that they are not just a 
‘project of Lions’.  They are indeed a critical part of 
us.  To our hard working LEO Club Advisors – 
don’t hog the limelight, let some of your fellow 
Lions share in the great experience too.  I’m sure 
you could all do with some help from time-to-time.  
For those considering establishing a LEO Club or 
interested in becoming a LEO Advisor we will be 
including some training in the upcoming incoming 
club officer training workshops if there is sufficient 
interest.  Look out for the notification of the 
workshops at club level.

Remember to register for the upcoming MD201 
National Lions Convention in Tamworth.  Your club 
will have been sent registration details but you can 
find all the information you need on the Lions 
Australia website www.lionsclubs.org.au 

Lion Olly and I wish all Lions in Q1 a happy and 
safe month ahead as we serve our local 
communities.

Cheers
Lion Ross Gibbins – 
District Governor 201 Q1 2013-2014

Club Excellence Awards for 2012-2013

These have just arrived from LCI and will be made 
available as soon as possible to Clubs and 
Presidents receiving awards 

• Brisbane Pinelands – Peter Brown
• Cabarita Beach Pottsville Beach – Vicky Hansen 
• Calamvale – Jenny Maguire
• Gold Coast Tallebudgera – Stephen Marlor 
• Helensvale – Judy Mensforth
• Kingscliff – Jan O’Grady
• Lismore City – Rod Johnston
• Macleay Island – Colin Scoble
• Mudgeeraba – Mariette Buckingham
• Redland Bay Victoria Point – Don Reed
• Rosewood – Eirys Heit
• Stanthorpe – Adrian Green
• Sunnybank – Philip Doonan
• Tamborine Village – Richard Wright
• Warwick – John Griffith
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FROM THE DESK OF CABINET 
SECRETARY LIBBY WHITESTYLES

Thanks to those clubs who have already sent me the 
MD Convention Delegates, Alternates and 
Remembrance Ceremony forms.  I need to have the 
forms back by 9th March, 2014.  The last update I 
received only had 24 people from the District 
registered to attend.  

Also a reminder to club secretaries about the PU101 
form with details of the incoming executive for 
2014/15 – how the year is flying!  I have been told 
by the incoming Cabinet Secretary that a letter has 
been mailed to all clubs requesting the form back by 
Friday 4th April, 2014.  Remember to also update 
the MyLCI website with the 2014/15 executive.
At the time of writing this report, there were 13 
clubs who hadn’t submitted their WMMR in 
February.  This number is nearly half the January 
figure – so there has been an improvement.  The 
footy season is about to start so I have come up with 
our own State of Origin challenge – which state can 
get 100% of their WMMRs submitted for the month.  

I know that the New South Wales Clubs will have an 
advantage over our Queensland Clubs, as there is a 
1 to 3 ratio of clubs, but I know our Queensland 
Clubs aren’t afraid of the challenge.  I’ll let you 
know how we go in the April Newsletter.
So far this year, 68 clubs have reported that they 
have participated in a Community or Cultural 
Activity, raising close to $300,000 while accounting 
for 39,969 lion service hours.  76 clubs have now 
logged a Service Activity at least once.  We still 
have 8 clubs who have recorded no service activities 
this year.

Our membership in the District has continued to 
decline.  This month we have dropped 15 members 
due to non-attendance at meetings, moving to 
another part of Australia/world, personal issues and 
sadly the death of a very dedicated lion.  We now 
have 1,918 members.    On a brighter note 
membership around the world has continued to 
grow.  We now have a membership of 1,363,973.

DISTRICT MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS

Membership for our District at the end of January was 1918 a drop of 37 since the beginning of the year.

DG Ross and Lion Olly would like to welcome the following Lions:
Ashmore    Anne Peart
Brisbane Holland Park  Carol Murray
Brunswick Mullumbimby  Leah Anne Schinagl
Cleveland Challenge   Cheryl Gurnett
Murwillumbah   Neville Luxton
Ormeau    Alan Tuck
Palm Beach Currumbin  Amy Tessman, Gayle Vanzino
Robina     Charles Higgs
Stanthorpe    John Smales, Dina Tait 

Where will the DG Team be?. . . 
With Lions Club visits completed DG Ross is now planning to visit as many of our Lioness and Leo Clubs that he can.  
The visits are still being finalised, so I don’t have the full list.

March
4th Palm Beach Currumbin SHS Leo Club
5th Palm Beach Currumbin Lioness Club

Libby Whitestyles – Cabinet Secretary 201Q1
Ph (07) 3345 6232  (ah) Mob  0404 035 884  E-mail  cabsec@lions201q1.org.au
PO Box 2096, RUNCORN    QLD   4113
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LIONS YOUTH OF THE YEAR QUEST   
CELEBRATING 50 YEARS!
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Lions Youth of the Year Quest  2013 - 2014  We did it !!! 

we reached 52 clubs registered in the 50th Year.
At the time of writing this report, 52 club registrations have been received 
– what a fantastic job : just think of all those Contestants that we are 
giving the opportunity to, to be able to participate in this wonderful Quest

Dates for Youth of the Year Quest Finals for 2013 – 2014 are as follows :-
• Club Judgings to be completed by 1st March, 2014;
• Zone Finals (if applicable) to be completed on Sat 8th March, 2014;
• Regional Finals to be completed on Saturday 15th March, 2014;
• District Final to be held on Saturday 29th March 2014;
• State Final to be held on Sat 12th April, 2014 - held in District Q2
• National Final held on the first day of the MD Convention.

Draw of Speaking Order – I have been asked recently : “Who draws the  order of speaking for the public 
speaking section of the Quest?” or “Can the Lions draw the order of speaking for the contestants and tell 
then what number they are?” – the answer to both of these is a definite NO.
The host club Chairman is permitted to do the draw for the time slots for the private interviews and call each 
contestant individually and advise of their allotted private interview time, BUT under no circumstances 
should the Lions or even the Chairman of the Judges for that matter, should be doing the draw for the public 
speaking order.
The contestants are the ones that do the draw. The best way to do it, and how I have done it for as long as I 
can remember, is to have playing cards – one for each contestant : so if you have five contestants then you 
would have Ace, 2, 3, 4, & 5 and then when all the contestants are in front of you (before the start of the 
public speaking section) shuffle the cards and have them draw a card for the order of speaking. Of course 
the Ace goes first, the 2 goes 2nd and so on. Make sure that you do the draw when all the contestants are in 
front of you so that all is fair and even. If you don’t have access to playing cards, drawing numbers out of a 
hat will work just the same. 
Have you done this? – Your club final has been held? Have you sent the Winners Advisory Form and the 
Winner’s Original Entry Form to the host chairman of the next level – whether it be the Zone or Region 
Finals? – They are needed. So please do not dispose of them. 
Are you hosting a Zone or Region Final? – If your club is hosting a Zone or Region Final? – then please 
don’t forget to collect ALL the Winners Advisory Forms from the previous levels and pass them onto the 
next host chairman as they are all needed at the end of the Quest – they should all end up back with the 
District Chairman.
Jenny Maguire, 201Q1 District YOTY Chairman  Ph: (m) 0412 358 205 or (e) jenny.yoty@gmail.com   
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Did you know?  In the United States of America 
the following Bill has been passed.

H.R. 2139, the Lions Clubs International Century 
of Service Commemorative Coin Act.  

New legislation has been introduced in the U.S. 
House of Representatives that calls for 
commemorative 2017 silver dollars in honour of 
the centennial founding of Lions Clubs 
International. Lions Clubs International is the 
world’s largest service club organization and was 
founded in 1917 by Chicago business leader 
Melvin Jones. It includes 1.35 million members 
who volunteer their services in 206 countries. The 
organization will celebrate its 100th anniversary 
on June 7, 2017.

COMMEMORATIVE 2017 SILVER U.S. DOLLAR

District 201Q1 Convention 2014
The Convention will be held from the 17 – 19 October 2014. The venue will be the Elanora State School. 
The District Convention dinner will be held on the Friday night at the Currumbin RSL.  

District 201Q1 Convention 2015
The Convention will be hosted by Stanthorpe Lions. Approval has been given for the 2015 201 Q1 District 
Convention to be held on the second weekend in October (9 – 11 October 2015) rather than the third weekend.

A Senior Health Awareness Expo 
A Senior Health Awareness Expo will be held on 7 May 2014. Lions Club of Brisbane MacGregor in 
partnership with the Federal Member for Moreton are organising the Expo to be held at the Sunnybank Hills 
Primary School Assembly Hall. Topics include Diabetes Awareness and Mental Health e.g. Alzheimers. 

ANZI Pacific Adelaide:  2014                                                                                           
ANZI Pacific Adelaide – Forum Topics. Latest newsletter received. Still lots of “To be Advised” but all 
encouraged to look and see what’s available with a view to attending on the 29 -31 August 2014. All 
members were asked to consider possible topics of choice. Some refreshing of the types of topics are 
needed, i.e. what would make you go? What would you like to see discussed? The designed program will be 
of 32 individual sessions and will cover all relevant issues of the modern Lions day, the cost of registration 
is $100 Australian for any individual Lion and Lioness and $50 for a Leos member, which entitles a choice 
of 6 sessions per person.                                                                                                                                                                              
Often times at Forums, men’s health is featured as it will be in Adelaide but this year, women’s and general 
health issues will be as well, this feature will be presented by four (4) most eminent health professionals on 
the Saturday afternoon, a session not to be missed.                                                                                                               
Among the International guests the then World President Lion Joe Preston will be present as well as our 
own then IPIP Barry Palmer among many other dignitaries.    IP Joe will be holding a special session for any  
current club Presidents who are in attendance and will also meet with serving DGs.
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(ADVANCE NOTICES)



Peace Poster and 
Essay Contest 
Winner Announced
Tongbram Mahesh 
Singh, a 12-year-old 
boy from India, is the 
grand prize winner of 
the Lions International 
Peace Poster Contest. 
He was sponsored by 
the Moirang Lions Club.  

Ashish Karki, a 12-
year-old boy from Nepal, is the grand prize winner 
of the Lions International Essay Contest. He was 
sponsored by the Kathmandu Ramechhap Lions 
Club. "We have to bring the light of peace, justice, 
brotherhood, responsibility and rational human 
behavior through education," Ashish wrote in his 
essay. Read Ashish's essay and learn how your club 
can sponsor the Lions International Essay Contest 
for visually-impaired students, ages 11-13.

Each grand-prize winner will receive a special 
award and US$5,000. Both winners will be 
recognized at this year's Lions Clubs International 
Convention in Toronto, Canada. Congratulations 
and thank you to all the children and Lions who 
participated!

Theme for 2014 – PEACE, LOVE & 
UNDERSTANDING

Peace Poster Kits will be available from Newcastle 
late February and an email will go to clubs to 
advise when available.  Paper of the appropriate 
size is available from Q1 Project Coordinator.

Clubs are reminded to read the rules of the 
competition and advise the teachers conducting the 
students entries to make sure the rules are followed.  
Many posters were disqualified last year because 
rules were not followed (ie. Wrong size paper, 
wording/numbers on posters, winning stickers not 
placed in correct position on back of poster, 
parent’s signature not on winning sticker).  

ESSAY CONTEST

The entry form and rules for the Essay Contest 
(with the same theme) can be downloaded from 
LCI or contact Project Coordinator for a copy.  
Essay is to be completed by children who are 
termed “legally blind” and are aged 11, 12 or 13 as 
at 15 November 2014.  The essay is to be 500 
words.  

Q1 has not had an entry to this competition as yet 
so your club could be the first club to have an 
entry.

FIRE POSTER CONTEST

Clubs should be contacting schools to encourage 
them to participate in this contest by having the 
Fire Service Officers talking to Grade 4 children on 
the topic of “Safety in the Home” and the students 
then prepare a poster on this topic.  The posters for 
this contest can be completed on any size paper and 
entries can have wording and numbers on them.

Winning and runner-up entries are to be forwarded 
to the Q1 Project Coordinator by the end of Term 
Two.

Lion Beverley Drysdale
Q1 Project Coordinator
Ph. 0405 496 922

LIONS PEACE POSTERS/ESSAY CONTEST 

!
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District Flag Set – Currently looking for a new home for the District collection.                                                                                 
Was previously held by Sunnybank Lions who now need space in their hall.                                                                               

DG Ross thanks the club for hosting the District kit for many years. 
Please Contact Cabinet Secretary 201Q1, Libby Whitestyles.



Lions Clubs International is planning a 
celebration of the 100th anniversary of our 
association in 2017.               
Lion Ross Gibbins has been appointed our 
District’s Centennial Officer. Now is the time to 
start planning – Lion Ross will welcome your ideas 
that will make 2017 a memorable Lions Year.  
There will probably be numerous ideas coming 
forward from many members of the Lions’ family 
within our Multiple District. Lion Ross will be 
looking to put together a programme that links into 
ideas and activities being developed at the 
International level but also reflects the cultural 
traditions of our District. Good communication will 
be vital and meetings will be required to harness 

and develop ideas in order to keep our membership 
aware of what is going to happen and their 
potential role in it. Whilst it is important that we 
celebrate our history it is also essential that we do 
so in a manner that enables the wider community to 
understand our history and achievements as we 
want them to be a part of our future. We also need 
to ensure that what we do is relevant to today, 
especially for younger people who wish to serve 
their communities. We have the tools available to 
us, we need to promote and use them.
We all look forward to communicating ideas and 
strategies as we move towards the start of the 
Association’s Centenary year, in 2016 through to 
the end of the celebrations in 2017.

DISTRICT CENTENNIAL OFFICER 

CONGRATULATIONS
to Jenny Maguire who has accepted the State 
Portfolio, Youth of the Year Coordinator. This is 
a three year appointment. Jenny will take over from 
State Youth of the Year Coordinator Kay Waters 

who completes her 12th year in this portfolio. Kay 
carries out her duties diligently and is extremely 
popular with all who work with her – students, 
parents and YOTY Chairmen. Jenny’s appointment 
is well deserved and will surely continue with 
established traditions.

SENIORS HEALTH EXPO  
7th May 2014  Sunnybank Hills State Primary School : 3 keynote  guest speakers 
plus Information stalls, Interactive workshops and Information kits. Registrations 
necessary - details later. Lions Club of Brisbane Macgregor Inc. Patrick Allport 
(07) 3341 0748  or (0438) 410 748  patlene2012@bigpond.com

!

CLUB ANNIVERSARY  
Apple-MAQ Lions Club

Invites you to their 10 year Lions Club Anniversary
& 30 year Apple Users Group Anniversary

AT 
LORD STANLEY HOTEL 994 Stanley Street East Brisbane

WHEN 
Sat 22nd MARCH 2014  TIME 6pm ( for 6.30pm start )  COST $35 ( 3 course dinner )

RSVP 
* 14TH MARCH 2014  THEME Hospital / Education

THE NIGHT INCLUDES MC Ashley Tonga(from NZ), Raffles & Auctions, Dress Up Competition
Dancing Competition, Cultural Performances

WARNING: Lots of fun & laughter
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Max Tresise of Melbourne with the book Lion Bill, 
His Journey To Establish Lions In Australia, about 
his father WR ‘Bill’ Tresise.

BACK in 1947 Lismore builder Bill Tresise could not 
have foreseen that a chance encounter would lead him 
to form an organisation that now raises more than $25 
million a year for community work and has 30,000 
members Australia-wide.

The son of that builder toured Lismore to launch a 
new book that traces the humble beginnings in the 
town of one of Australia's largest and much-respected 
community groups, Lions Club Australia.

Lion Bill, as Bill Tresise would become known, 
founded Lionism in Australia through passion and 
determination, said his son Max Tresise.

The first Lions Club in Australia was started by Bill in 
Lismore in 1947. Now there are 1300 clubs Australia-
wide and 201 countries with Lions Club chapters.

"He had returned from service in New Guinea after 
being medically discharged and he was elected as 
national president of Apex," Max said.

About to turn 40, the age limit of Apex membership, 
Bill tried in vain to have the age limit extended so his 
and other older Apex members' community work 
could continue.

"He was programmed to serve the community. He 
was passionate about it," Max said.

"He came from a very disciplined family and he 
passed that discipline on to others."

Despite the National Convention of Apex in 
Launceston in 1946 refusing him permission to 
launch a senior Apex movement, Bill travelled 
overseas representing Apex and a chance meeting 
with a senior US Lion member planted the seed in his 
mind for Australia to become the 18th country to join 
the International Lions Club fraternity.

Trying to get support for his plan was hard work in 
the early days, Max said.

"But he believed the opportunity was there. Lismore 
was his spiritual home and he felt he just had to serve 
his community."

In 1947 Bill called a meeting with business and 
professional men in Lismore to get the first club 
started and later opened the first Melbourne club, after 
which the Lions in Australia grew rapidly.

Lion Bill would be "as happy as a pig in mud" to 
know the story of Lions Australia had been told by his 
son and that the passion for the club continued to this 
day, Max said.

"Lions is about passion in people," he said.

"Dad planted the seed and others have come after him 
with the same passion.

"My father taught me to be altruistic and to contribute 
to those around you.

"I've been a Lion for over 30 years now myself and 
there's enormous satisfaction in serving others."

 

Max Tresise's book Lion Bill, His Journey To 
Establish Lions In Australia, can be purchased by 
emailing Mr Tresise on mjtresise@bigpond.com.

A LION'S TALE 

!

“DG Ross advised that the book makes 
good reading, is most interesting and 

makes good gifts or Awards.”

mailto:mjtresise@bigpond.com
mailto:mjtresise@bigpond.com


Brisbane Riverside Lions Club 
President and Members 
invite you to a Combined Lions Club       

“Christmas in July Dinner”
AT   

The new venue  for the Lions Club of Capalaba  
Jeffery & Geraldine Underhill Community Centre  

55/57 Degen Road, Capalaba     

WHEN

Saturday 26th July, 2014        
Time - 6.30 for 7.00pm        

COST

$35 per head (includes nibbles, main course, 
dessert and a complimentary drink on arrival)

(Payment by 12th June is discounted to $30 per head.) 

All proceeds will be donated to the Jane McGrath 
Breast Cancer Foundation

PAYMENT – Riverside Lions Club – 
BSB 124078  –  Account No. 10322687 
(please state your name when paying)

         RSVP – John Grimstone 32663948 by 
12th June, 2014 

DRESS – Smart Casual

Raffles, lucky door prize, entertainment 
and the invitation is extended to 

family members & friends.

!

LEO CLUB REPORT

Things are starting to happen again after the 
School Holidays with most Clubs getting into the 
swing of Community Service and recruitment 
drives. I am looking forward to receiving the 
February reports which will, I hope give me a 
few things to report on next month. The new 
Club at Ormeau Woods State High School was 
chartered Friday 21st February with District 
Governor Ross conducting the Installation 
Ceremony. There are 24 wonderful young people 
in this Club, all firing along with a great Teacher 
Advisor and a very switched on Lions Club in 
Ormeau Lions Club, who already have another Club 
and are looking at a third.

The State Leo Conference is on 
again shortly 14th to 16th March at 
Camp Duckadang and I hope that we 
will see good support from our Leo 
Clubs. Camp Duckadang is in the 
Brisbane Valley around two hours 
drive from Brisbane, but I have 
already had a number of Clubs tell 
me of their interest. I am currently 
investigating twelve other outlets for 
Leo Clubs.Until next month,      

John Wearne, 
District Leo Club Coordinator

!

TAMWORTH NEW SOUTH WALES 
Early registrations are pouring in and if they keep going at this rate 

Tamworth 2014 will be one of the biggest Multiple District 201 
Conventions ever. Check website for full details.                                                      

Friday 2 May to Monday 5th May.

MULTIPLE DISTRICT CONVENTION 2014



!

Donations can be made via the Lions Club of 
Rochedale Springwood, Lion Andrew’s Club.



A message from Lion Frank Bailey (President 
Lions Club of Albany Inc.)

Exact dates will be forwarded when available.

We hope that the Capital City stops can be 
coordinated by the relevant DGs / Zone 
Chairperson to allocate host clubs and combined 
events (It would be too difficult to visit all clubs in 
the cities), We have tried to reach as many clubs as 
possible along highway one.

Two nights have been allocated in each capital city 
(If possible we would like to avoid most of the 
central city traffic.)

Our major beneficiary is Diabetes Research 
Foundation of Western Australia (DRFWA) who 
are assisting with planning and publicity.

“HOPE IN A BOAT AROUND AUSTRALIA” 
WHERE, WHY AND WHAT.

When are we leaving Albany? 
Our proposed Launch date is 20/03/2014.

Our target date is the first or second of June 2014 
based on seasonal weather conditions in Tasmania 
and ferry access.  

How many in the party?  
Two Goldwing motorcycles(towing a small boat 
and trailer) plus one pillion passenger.  Also one 
support vehicle.   (We don't know how many 
support crew for sure right now but two Albany 
Lions are on the short list.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Who is driving?  
Guy Cook is our motorcyclist with the boat and 
Glen Hurst with the trailer.  But Guy says it is not 
about the rider but rather about the cause.                                                                                                                                                               
Where did the idea come from?  
A couple of years ago there was the need to take a 
Valued parcel by trailer from Albany to Queensland 
and in doing so it was  discovered trailers for 

motorcycles are expensive but they found a 
Bulldog Folding trailer second hand and with a 
small boat, it did the job required.  These trailers 
are considered a short range trailer but this trailer 
did 10,000km.  During the journey it was 
discovered that the boat attracted a lot of attention. 
It was  thought that  this interest could be used for a 
good project. The idea was brought to Albany 
Lions Club Inc. and has developed  into this major 
fund raising project.                                                                                                                                                                 
Why are Albany Lions Club doing it?  
To raise funds for Diabetes Research and raise the 
awareness of the work done by the Lions Clubs and 
for Australia to be more aware of Albany W A . 
Depending on the response form Guinness World 
of Records we may also achieve a world record in 
the name of Albany Lions Club.                                                                                           
Why did we choose DRFWA? 
Diabetes is on the increase. Because Diabetes and 
the complications associated with diabetes does 
affect an increasing amount of people in Australia 
and around the world.  Some of our own Lions 
Club and team members have both family members 
and themselves currently affected by Diabetes.  At 
the current rate of increase too many Australians 
will be Diabetic in this generation.  DRFWA is a 
Western Australian Foundation (but their research 
helps the world). DRFWA has recently announced 
that they are on the verge of finding a cure for type 
2 Diabetes. So if we all fund raise we can help 
DRFWA stop the alarming increase of type two 
Diabetes and to find a permanent cure.   DRFWA 
plan participate in the Launch and Departure 
events.                                                                   
Support required. Hospitality / accommodation.   
(The team will be self-sufficient when out of town) 
Publicity.  Support with fund raising.  Secure 
parking when stopping overnight in a town and 
city. Escorts (motorbikes, cars etc.) when entering 
and leaving towns and cities. Sponsorship (to 
defray running costs). 

“HOPE IN A BOAT AROUND AUSTRALIA”  

!

Whenever a Lions Club gets together, problems 
get smaller. And communities get better.      
That's because we help where help is needed –  
in our own communities and around the world – 
with unmatched integrity and energy.



!

Commonwealth Day is an opportunity to promote 
understanding on global issues, international co-
operation and the work of Commonwealth 
organisations, which aim to improve the lives of its 
citizens. It is celebrated on the second Monday in 
March every year. The Commonwealth Theme for 
2014 is 'Team Commonwealth'.

The Commonwealth is an extraordinary team; 53 
widely differing countries united in shared values 
working together to further common aims. As 
competitors from around the globe gather in 
Glasgow for the 2014 Commonwealth Games, 
team spirit will be on display not just within 
nations, but also between them.

‘Team Commonwealth’ expresses a very real spirit 
of friendship and motivation towards the shared 
goals and values that exist between Commonwealth 
members. This enables them to work together to 
help one another create just and peaceful societies, 
achieve sustainable and inclusive social progress, 
advance democracy, and build economic resilience 
with prosperity in which all citizens can share.
Teamwork is central to the modern 

Commonwealth. It is what makes it a truly unique 
institution, it is what will give its members a 
competitive advantage, and it is what will ensure 
the association’s increasing relevance throughout 
the 21st century.
The ‘Team Commonwealth’ theme inspires the 
governments, institutions and people of the 
Commonwealth, individually as well as 
collectively, to strive with ever greater ambition 
and effort to claim the practical advantages and 
common good that are emerging from a 
reinvigorated Commonwealth network.

In 2006 Elizabeth II delivered her Commonwealth 
Day address from St. Andrew's Cathedral, 
Sydney, New South Wales, Australia, part of the 
lead-up to the Commonwealth Games that year 
in Melbourne. Although Commonwealth Day is 
not observed as a public holiday in Australia, 
several regional public holidays coincide with this 
day: Canberra Day in the Australian Capital 
Territory,  Labour Day in Victoria,  Adelaide 
Cup Day in South Australia and Eight-hour Day 
in Tasmania. 

COMMONWEALTH DAY

Donate glasses and change someone’s life.

Sometimes there is a reason for everything, and a 
couple of times a year the effort of the Lions Club 
of Warwick Inc. make that reason valued in the 
form of Recycling Eyeglasses for Sight, and this is 
thanks to the cooperation of the Warwick 
community who donate old used eyeglasses that 
they do not need any more.
There are 153 Million Reasons for Lions Recycling 
for sight, according to the World Health 
Organization.

During the past ten years Lions Recycling for Sight 
Australia Inc. has collected approximately 4 
million pairs spectacles. 1000 Lions/Lioness Clubs 
in Australia collect 500,000 pair annually and about 
50,000 sunglasses are collected for recycling and 
sent to Lions Multiple District Centre (MDC), 
Australia, base point at Clontaf, Qld. 
Here in Warwick we have the cooperation of two 
major collection point of recycling eyesight glasses 
- My Optical – Paul Morrissey Optician in Grafton 
Street. Former Lion Jim Samios of Samios Mini 
Mart store he is very passionate and volunteer in 
collecting the Recycling Glasses of the behalf of 
our Lions Club.

The Warwick Lions have already sent 3 cartons 
with approximately 1000 pairs to our Lions 
Eyeglass Recycling Centre. Once they reach the 
recycling base, volunteers distribute in different 
categories of reading prescription, tested and sent 
to the country in need where Vision Impaired are 
high, where underprivileged children can be helped 
to read again.
I’m member of the Warwick Lions, but I also  have 
the role of Development Officer in Region 6 of our 
District 201Q1, including the Lions Club of 
Killarney, Stanthorpe, Tenterfield, Texas, 
Goondiwindi, Inglewood and St George. I urge 
these clubs to work on this Eyeglasses recycling 
project and I believe some of them are in the 
program. It’s rewarding project for your club, but 
most of all, rewarding for the people in desperate in 
need of a pair of Eyeglasses.   
By Lion 
Con Lo Giudice 
Public Relation
Lions Club of 
Warwick Inc.

EYEGLASSES RECYCLING FOR THE NEEDY



The Lions Clubs of Brisbane Pinelands and 
Brisbane Ekibin recently joined financial forces to 
help send a young student on an Outward Bound 
Experience. With our student “Kayla” 
coming from a disadvantaged family 
background both clubs donated the 
required fee of $1.875.00 to support 
Kayla’s attendance.

After Kayla had completed her Outward 
Bound Experience, Pinelands LC was 
invited to attend a Zone 11 meeting 
hosted by Zone Chairman Carol de Costa-
Roque along with PDG Tony Cornell, 
Chairman of the Outward Bound Project, 
to hear Kayla talk about her experience.  

Kayla related her experience at the camp, 
told the clubs about sleeping under the 
stars, about the thunder storms and rain, 
also the lack of showers “but the creek 
was available to wash in”.  Kayla also 
spoke about having to cook and set up 
camp each night and many other 
adventures and also learning to work in a team 
environment. Being encouraged to continue on 
with the tasks that were given and never give up.  
She also spoke about how her mobile phone was 
taken from her and put into storage, as Kayla 
explained taking the mobile was like taking her 
right arm, but after 12 days when she received her 
phone back, she now hardly uses it, as she has 
found the art of conversation.

Kayla then went on to talk about how her self 
confidence has greatly improved and how she now 
enjoys taking control of class room experiences and 
sharing her own experience. The following quote is 
from Kayla’s Guardian “what was achieved in 12 
days would have taken 20 years to achieve” and 

she went on to say what a changed person Kayla 
has become. It makes you proud to be a Lion. 

Photo: PDG Tony, Zone Chairman Coral, Kayla 
and her guardian. 

PDG Tony then talked about the history of Outward 
Bound and then told us about a young girl who is 
fifteen who has seen so much sadness from 
molestation and violence and her self esteem is at 
rock bottom Tony is trying to find funding from 
Lions to support all young people in need, if clubs 
can help PLEASE contact Tony Cornell, Chairman 
of Outward Bound.If this project can save just one 
young person by giving them self esteem, then we 
have saved a young life.   

Bill Buhse 
PRO Brisbane Pinelands Lions

LIONS CLUBS WORKING TOGETHER

!

One of Lions Clubs' greatest 
strengths is that 100% of donations 

go back to the community.

Whenever a Lions Club gets together, 
problems get smaller. And communities get better. 

That's because we help where help is needed – 
in our own communities and around the world – 

with unmatched integrity and energy.

!



Ormeau Lions are well and truly back into their 
Sausage Sizzles, with the regular Saturday morning 
Sizzle at Drake Supa IGA in Peachey Road, and 
others at Bunnings, Masters and Gainsborough 
Greens.   We have our Lions Biggest BBQ booked 
in at Bunnings Oxenford on Sunday 27th April, and 
hope to be able to make a considerable donation to 
Australian Lions Childhood  Cancer Research from 
the proceeds.   We still have a small number of 
Lions Christmas Cakes and Puddings  – they are 
great to have all year round!   Available at the 
Sausage Sizzle or ask a member.

We welcomed another 4 students into the Ormeau 
Woods State High School LinCS Leo Club at the 
Charter Ceremony on Friday 21st February, when 
District Governor Lion Ross Gibbins installed the 
Office Bearers and presented the Charter to LinCS 
Leo Club President Lydia Pluim.   The morning 
was well attended with Lions Club members from 
Ormeau and Helensvale,  District Leo Co-ordinator 
Lion John Wearne AM, District Youth Chairman 
Lion Rob Johnson, and Zone Chairperson Lion 
Judy Mensforth there to congratulate and support 
the newest Leo Club in the District.   Membership 
now numbers 23, with a several more students 
showing interest. 

On Saturday 8th March , Club President Lion Peter 
Young will present a cheque for $1,000 to the City 
of Gold Coast at the opening of the Skate Park at 
Norfolk Village, to be put towards the cost of the 
seating.  The Skate Park is already being well used 
by our youth, and is a great initiative by the City.  
After the opening of the Skate Park, the Ormeau 
Lions Club will be operating a Sausage Sizzle at 
the 1st Birthday Celebrations across the road at the 
Ormeau Centre.

On Saturday 15th March, the club's annual World's 
Greatest Shave event is being held at Shearers 
Arms Tavern from 2pm – 6pm.   There will be 
Shaving and Colouring and a great raffle and lots 
of fun while raising funds for the Leukaemia 
Foundation.  To register contact Lion Lyn Young on 
0401 232 767. Planning is well under way already 
for the annual Ormeau Lions Fair in August, and 
we thank Division 1 Councillor Donna Gates for 
obtaining ongoing funding from the City of Gold 
Coast. Sponsorships are available with naming 
rights for the Fireworks on Saturday night and two 
stages, as well as prizes for the Primary School 
Dance competition.   

Interested parties should contact Lion Lyn 
Young on 0401 232 767.

ORMEAU LIONS REPORTING IN

!
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District Final  “Lions Youth of the Year Quest” 
Saturday 29th March 2014

Celebrating  50 Years  of  the Lions Youth of the Year Quest
( Please include something “Gold“ on your clothing ) 

Where:   Tweed Head Bowls Club:  Cnr Wharf & Florence Street, Tweed Heads NSW 2485                                                 
Time:   6.00pm for 6.30pm start - NSW Time     Dinner Cost:   $ 24.00 pp (2 course dinner)                                                                                                 

Host Club:  Lions Club of Coolangatta Tweed Heads
Contact Persons:  Club Contact – Bryan Shaw –  ph : 0414 743 621                                                                                                 

District Chairman : 
Jenny Maguire – email: jenny.yoty@gmail.com or ph : 0412 358 205

Accommodation:  Please make your Own Accommodation Bookings – deals available on 
Tweed Head Bowls Club website – www.thbc.com.au – click on ‘accommodation’

...............................................................................................................................................................................................

. 

REGISTRATION  FORM :  “DISTRICT  FINAL” -  Saturday 29th March, 2014  
Name/s   ................................................................................................................................................................................

Address  ................................................................................................................................................................................

               .........................................................................................................................................P/C.................................

Telephone    (H)  ................................................................ (M)  ......................................................................................... 

Email Address …..................................................................................................................................................................

Club ......................................................................................................................................................................................

Special dietary requirements: ...............................................................................................................................................

Please advise re your payment for dinner : (please tick relevant)

[   ]  I have made payment by direct transfer into the bank a/c - reference used ...........................................................

[   ]  My cheque / money order is attached for payment 

Bank a/c details :
Name – Lions Club Coolangatta Tweed Heads  NAB Bank  BSB : 084-618    Acc # : 16657 3159
Cheque/money order to be made payable to :  Lions Club of Coolangatta Tweed Heads 
Forward this form to :  Bryan Shaw   “Pacific Villas”  1 / 1  Inland Drive, Tugun QLD 4224 
or scanned to email to : bryanpamshaw@bigpond.com 

Please note – all bookings must be paid for in full. 

Please Note:  Payment / payment advice to accompany Registration Form                                                              
Deadline for Registration:  Monday 24th March 2014

Gold is the only metal that doesn't rust, 
even if it's buried in the ground for thousands of years.
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Queensland State Final  “Lions Youth of the Year Quest” 
Saturday 12th April 2014

Celebrating  50 Years  of  the Lions Youth of the Year Quest
( Please include something “Gold“ on your clothing ) 

Where:   Rydges Esplanade Resort, 209-217 Abbott Street, CAIRNS Q 4870                                                 
Time:   6.15pm for 6.45pm start     Dinner Cost:   $ 39.00 per person                                                                                                 

Contact Persons:  
State Youth of the Year Coordinator – Kay Waters                                                                                                 

Phone/Fax:  (07) 4942 1207  Mobile:  0428 271 139  email: brycekay@bigpond.com                                                                                       
Zone Chairman – Rachel Davey   

Phone: (07) 4033 6957 or  email: davrgcj@bigpond.net.au

Accommodation:  Rydges Esplanade Resort, 209-217 Abbott Street, CAIRNS Q 4870                                                                
Rate per night based on Single/Twin:  Standard Room $ 119.00,  Ocean View $ 139.00                                                        

Phone:  (07) 4044 9000      Fax: (07) 4044 9001   
Website:  www.rydges.com/esplanadecairns 

      Please make your Own accommodation bookings and advise that you are 
part of the Lions Youth of  the Year group booking.   

The establishment is holding several rooms for “Youth of the Year Guests”.  
On Thursday 3rd April we will cancel any remaining rooms that are not booked.

...............................................................................................................................................................................................

. 

REGISTRATION  FORM :  “STATE  FINAL” -  Saturday 12th April, 2014  
Name/s   ................................................................................................................................................................................

Address  ................................................................................................................................................................................

               .........................................................................................................................................P/C.................................

Telephone    (H)  ................................................................ (M)  ......................................................................................... 

Email Address …..................................................................................................................................................................

Club ......................................................................................................................................................................................

Special dietary requirements: ...............................................................................................................................................

Please Note:  Meal Payment to accompany Registration Form
Cheque / money order to be made payable to :  

Cairns Barrier Reef Lions Club
Forward this form and payment to :  Lion Rachel Davey

Cairns Barrier Reef Lions Club,  PO Box 1149,  CAIRNS    Q    4870 

Deadline for Registration:  Thursday 3rd April 2014

Gold is the only metal that doesn't rust, 
even if it's buried in the ground for thousands of years.
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