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Fellow Lions, it is the start of a brand new year and 
I hope you have been able to refresh yourselves 
with time with family and friends over the festive 
season.  I hope you have also had time to reflect on 
your Lion’s year so far, reviewed the goals you set 
for yourself and looked at what you can do to 
honour our motto of “We Serve” over the coming 
6 months.

Olly, Lani and I took some time to just be together 
as a family during a two week trip driving around 
the south island of New Zealand.  We contemplated 
the coming year which has already presented a few 
challenges for us to overcome.  Lani enters Year 12 
this year as well as managing her role as QLD 
Choir Leader for the Australian Girls’ Choir and 
takes on the lead female role in her school musical 
“How to Succeed in Business”.  Olly will be 
taking on the liaison role in the formation of an 
Indonesian Branch Lions Club.  On a less pleasant 
note I have found it necessary to pursue a different 
work role following being made redundant from 
my previous executive role in a junior mining 
company.  I apologise to anyone who has been 
trying to contact me in the last few weeks as it has 
been total mayhem fighting a legal battle with my 
former employer to ensure I receive my 
entitlements.  So that has unfortunately taken away 
some focus from my Lion’s responsibilities.  
But I’M BACK on board.

Our trip to New Zealand really opened my eyes to 
the hardships faced by others and just how strong 
the human spirit really is when faced with 
adversity.  I’m talking about the people of 
Christchurch.  I had cause to visit that beautiful city  
several times some 13 to 15 years ago on business.  
On this recent trip I became lost frequently in the 
CBD as all the familiar landmarks are simply 
“gone”.  That series of horrific earthquakes and 
subsequent aftershocks (more than 14,000 of them) 

must have been utterly sole destroying.  I was 
speaking with the owner of a jewellery store who 
lost everything she had built up over 20 years in the 
local Arts Centre watching in horror as recent 
customers scrambled out onto the street from her 
store during the quake just before all of her glass 
display cabinets literally exploded.  The store was 
then empty luckily, but 3 minutes early there were 
120 customers inside.  She, along with a few 
others, have now re-established their businesses but 
they are all struggling for customers.  The historic 
tramway has re-started even for just a very short 
route.  It is as if the tourist world has abandoned 
Christchurch.  The famous cathedral that we all 
watched crumbling on our TVs is now just a total 
ruin with a $67 million restoration estimate and a 
deeply divided city as to whether the cost is worth 
it.  BUT, Christchurch is rebuilding.  They have a 
plan to make it even better and the CBD is being 
turned into a cultural hub. But it will take time, 
money and people who are prepared to IMAGINE, 
DREAM and BELIEVE.

Lions, we are currently seeing some of our smaller 
inactive clubs closing for various reasons.  Whilst 
this can be disheartening we believe it is more 
effective to put the valuable efforts of our scarce 
resources to better use rebuilding new clubs in 
areas where the population demographics allows us 
to do so more easily.  Some of our older clubs are 
struggling with aging membership and finding it 
difficult to attract members of the same age 
perhaps as when they first joined Lions themselves.  
So our District Development Group is looking at 
all of these clubs who have indicated they need 
assistance and working with them to REBUILD 
and or REFRESH.  As an example, the Lions Clubs 
of Brisbane Ekibin and Brisbane Hellenic attended 
a MD201 run workshop targeted at the “Just Ask” 
member recruitment programme. 



As a result Brisbane Ekibin are inducting 10 new 
members and have a further 5 prospective members.  
If all of these are converted to paying members their 
club will have grown from 13 to around 28 in just a 
few weeks.  Where it makes sense we are also 
looking at forming new clubs both traditional and 
ethnic-based.  Just like the citizens of Christchurch 
you need to have a dream and to FOLLOW YOUR 
DREAM.                                                                                                                                         
I would like to congratulate all of those clubs who 
embraced the Lions Christmas Cake & Pudding 
programme leading up to Christmas.  I have heard 
some great stories about increased sales so 
hopefully this was a general trend across the 
District.  Irrespective of sales figures, having 
literally hundreds of Lions ensconced in shopping 
centres around the District is fantastic promotion for 
Lions and the great work we do in our communities.  

Because most clubs have been in a hiatus over the 
festive season, I have decided not to announce a 
Project of the Month for December at this stage.  
However, if you have a project that your club 
pursued throughout December that is a shining 
example of our motto of “We Serve” and meets the 
criteria of the Global Service Action Campaign of 
“Feeding the Hungry” then please let me know.

I believe it is timely to provide some inspiration 
for our Lions leaders through the words of 
Ashley Rice:                                    
Believe in yourself and all you want to be.  Don’t let 
what other people say or do make you frown.  
Laugh as much as possible.  Let in the good times 
and get through the bad.  Be happy with who and 
where you are.  You are in the right place, and your 
heart is leading you on the way to a great tomorrow.  
When circumstances seem difficult, pull through 
them.  This will make you stronger than you think.  
The longer you practise the habit of working toward 
your dreams, the easier the journey will be.                                                                                                 
You were meant for great things.  Learn as much as 
possible.  Always FOLLOW YOUR DREAM.

AND some thoughts for Lions members in 
general from Douglas Richards:

• Always keep your goodness and never lose your 
love.  For then you’ll be rewarded with success in 
ways you never dreamed of.

• You can be head and shoulders above the crowd.  
You don’t have to be a giant to be strong, tall and 
proud.  All you have to be….. is someone people 
look up to.

• In the course of time, you will be reminded that 
hard work gets good results and keeping healthy is 
essential.

• Know when to work your mind and let your body 
relax, and know when doing just the opposite makes 
the most sense.  Being able to handle whatever life 
brings your way is not a matter of coincidence.

• You’ve got possibilities ahead!  Don’t be too quick 
to limit your choices of what to do, because you 
might limit your chances of unimagined joys that 
are waiting just for you.

• You’ve got a big heart.  Keep it filled with 
happiness.  You’ve got a fascinating mind.  Keep 
finding new ways to grow.  Keep yearning.  Keep 
learning.  Keep trying. Keep smiling.  And keep 
remembering that love goes with you….. everywhere 
you go.

Lion Olly, Lani and I wish all Lions in Q1 a happy, 
safe and prosperous 2014 as we all seek to work 
through whatever challenges we may face as we 
attempt to deliver the goals and ambitions we have 
set ourselves.

Cheers
Lion Ross Gibbins – 
District Governor 201 Q1 2013-2014



INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT BARRY 
PALMER - A MESSAGE FOR EVERYONE 

Happy New Year! Lions Clubs International is 
celebrating 2014 by showcasing what Lions do every 
day – make dreams come true in their community. 

Dear Lions, 

We've passed the end of the 2013 calendar year, and the 
holiday season is drawing to a close. It's been a time to 
gather with family and friends- an opportunity to reflect 
on the past and look forward to the future. It's a moment 
to celebrate, and there is much for Lions to celebrate. 
Every day, we are adding new Lions around the world 
and increasing our ability to serve. Every day, clubs are 
changing lives in their communities, and Lions are 

changing the world through our global humanitarian 
efforts. And we couldn't do it without you. 

The success of our organization depends on the strength 
of our clubs and the vision of our club leaders. On 
behalf of Lions Clubs International, I'd like to thank you 
and your members for your hard work and service! The 
holidays are a time of joy, but for those who go hungry, 
it's an especially difficult time of year. There are people 
in your community who don't know where their next 
meal will come from. Here's how your club can help: 

Share the Joy, Feed the Hungry 

1) Organize a food drive with 
a community partner 

2) Help sponsor a holiday 
meal at a homeless shelter 

3) Support a local school 
program to feed low-income 
children 

4) Check on local seniors to 
make sure they have enough 
food 

You can find more project 
ideas for the Relieving the 
Hunger campaign. Let's work 
together to make this holiday 
season a little brighter for 
someone in need.   

FROM THE DESK OF CABINET 
SECRETARY LIBBY WHITESTYLES

Happy New Year to all in the Lions family.  How the 
year is flying. 

A reminder to Club Secretaries to check if anyone 
has moved over the holidays and/or if any members 
have changed their e-mail/phone contact details.  
It’s easy to print a list from MyLCI and then update 
the system.

By 30th December there were 26 clubs who had not 
submitted report for December.  Remember it is 
easy to submit a nil change early in the month and 
then it can be changed later in the month if need be.

Service Activity Reports have been completed by 75 
of our current 86 clubs.  It’s important to register our 
hours of community service so it can be used to gain 
funding from corporate sponsors etc.

Although we have welcomed 120 new members to 
our organisation, unfortunately we have said 
goodbye to 153.

As a result this means that we have lost 33 members 
in 6 months, leaving us with 1922 members.

!



FROM THE DESK OF CABINET SECRETARY LIBBY WHITESTYLES CONT.

Membership for our District at the end of December was 1922 a drop of 33 since the beginning of the year.

DG Ross and Lion Olly would like to welcome the following Lions:
Brisbane Holland Park  Hugh Maclean
Helensvale    Peter Stacpoole
Kingscliff    Anne Noble, Bill Noble
Logan West    David Welsh, Jean Welsh
Mid-Richmond River   Benjamin Westerman
Mudgeeraba    Stephanie Nelson, Simon Price
Tamborine Village   Rob Speed 

Where will the DG Team be?. . . 
DG Ross VDG1 Kent Wilcox  VDG2 Peter Oliver
JANUARY
28-Jan Tweed Coast South

Libby Whitestyles – Cabinet Secretary 201Q1
Ph (07) 3345 6232  (ah) Mob  0404 035 884  E-mail  cabsec@lions201q1.org.au
PO Box 2096, RUNCORN    QLD   4113

TWENTY  YEARS OF 
SERVICE MONARCH AWARD

Our District Governor, Lion Ross Gibbins, is 
presented with a twenty years of service Monarch 
Award by his Club President Lion John Spriggs.
Lion Ross offers an explanation of the origin of a 
common expression: 
“Back in the 1800's the Tate's Watch Company of 
Massachusetts wanted to produce other products and, 
since they already made the cases for watches, 
they used them to produce compasses. 
The new compasses were so bad that people often 
ended up in Canada or Mexico rather than California. 
This, of course, is the origin of the expression - 
"He who has a Tate's is lost!"

!

!

The Lions Clubs International Online Radio is now streaming music for free for your 
listening pleasure! Listen to your favourite songs on stations including Greatest Hits, 
Oldies, Country Hits and Classic Country. You'll also stay up-to-date with regular 
international news announcements that affect Lions everywhere.  Access the Lions 
Radio directly, or visit the Lions Radio page and choose a media player of your choice 
(Windows Media Player, QuickTime, Winamp, etc.). Enjoy!

LISTEN TO LIONS ONLINE RADIO 

mailto:cabsec@lions201q1.org.au
mailto:cabsec@lions201q1.org.au


LIONS YOUTH OF THE YEAR QUEST   
CELEBRATING 50 YEARS!

 

  

Lions make things happen:  
•  Humanitarian Service  •  Major Disaster Relief  •  Sight and Hearing Dogs 

•  The Encouragement of Youth  •  Measles Initiative

!

!

Finals – Whilst further details will be 
provided soon (as I am still gathering 
information from the individual Host 
Clubs), these are the Host Clubs for this 
year’s Youth of the Year Finals:  

Region 1:        Zone A:    Zone B: 
         Host Club – Kyogle                         Host Club – Terranora Lakes                                                                           
   Saturday 8th March, 2014                Saturday 8th March, 2014                                                                                                   
Region Final:  Host Club – Lennox Head,   Saturday 15th March, 2014

Region 2:  Zone A:    Zone B: 
         Host Club – Runaway Bay                Host Club – TBC – no club nominated as yet                                                                                    
   Saturday 8th March, 2014            Saturday 8th March, 2014                                                                                  
Region Final:    Host Club – Helensvale,   Saturday 15th March, 2014

Region 3:       
Region Final:   Host Club – TBC – no club nominated as yet    Saturday 15th March, 2014

Region 4:        Zone A:                                         Zone B: 
         Host Club – TBC – no club nominated as yet Host Club – Sunnybank                                                                                             
   Saturday 8th March, 2014                               Saturday 8th March, 2014                                                                     
Region Final:  Host Club – Brisbane Macgregor,   Saturday 15th March, 2014

Region 5:      
Region Final:   Host Club – TBC – no club nominated as yet   Saturday 15th March, 2014

Region 6:    
Region Final:  Host Club – Goondiwindi,   Saturday 15th March, 2014

District Final:    Host Club – Coolangatta Tweed Heads,  Saturday 29th March, 2014                                                                            
   Note : daylight saving timing will apply to this Final.

State Final:     Host Club – To be advised   Friday 11th & Saturday 12th April, 2014

* More detail on the above listed finals will be advised as soon as possible – as soon as they are available.                                       
Note:  If any of the Finals listed above (with RED beside them) do not have a “host” Lions Club to 
conduct that particular Final, then they will unfortunately not be able to take place and there will be no 
contestants from that level of the Quest able to proceed to the next level. Hopefully this won’t happen and 
all Finals will be able to be held.

Jenny Maguire, 201Q1 District YOTY Chairman  Ph: (m) 0412 358 205 or (e) jenny.yoty@gmail.com   

!
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It was great to see ‘new faces’ among the 32 who 
attended the recent working bee at the Camp. It 
seems Lions Camp Duckadang is a ‘well-kept 
secret’, and we need to change that perception. 
Anyone who has visited the Camp once nearly 
always returns next time. 

Lions Camp Duckadang is a company registered 
with ASIC and took its first bookings in 1978. The 
Camp was established to provide educational, 
recreational and environmental opportunities via 
high quality facilities, programs and services for 
youth, the disadvantaged, community groups and 
other organisations. It is owned by Lions Districts 
201Q1, Q3 and Q4, so, as members of the Lions 
family, you are a part-owner. Bookings and day-to-
day operations are the responsibility of the 
Managers, who are employed by the Board of 
Directors from the three Lions Districts. Directors 
are elected for a three year term by voting delegates 
from Clubs at the AGM held before the end of 
October, and they in turn elect their office-bearers. 

The annual letter sent to Clubs each April outlines 
how they can support the Camp. Some Clubs 
choose to make an annual donation, while others 
sponsor disadvantaged and other groups to use the 
Camp, and many Lions attend the three or four 
working bees held each year. This support has seen 
major improvements in the facilities on offer. 

On 15 December, Belinda Bowie and Jeanine 
Buchanan took over as Managers. 
The Camp has a website: 
www.campduckadang.com.au 
email: info@duckadang.com.au 
Phone: (07) 5425 8122 

Some Clubs book a ‘rest and recreation’ weekend 
at the Camp. The Managers can advise which dates 
are available. 

Working bees are self-catering arrangements, and 
you need to take your own sheets, pillow, towel and 
blanket as well what you intend to eat or drink. 

These weekends are times of fun and fellowship for 
volunteers as well as a few small jobs.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Recently the Lions Club of Chinchilla Inc kindly 
provided and fitted a hoist to the Camp’s utility to 
make it easier to load the wheelie bins of rubbish to 
take to the tip. Thanks to PCC Lindsay Marsden 
and Chinchilla Lions for this kind gesture. 

Next Working Bee:
The next working bee at Lions Camp Duckadang 
will be on the weekend of Sat 8 – Sun 9 March 2014.
As usual, please bring whatever you plan to eat or 
drink as it is a self-catering weekend.
Also bring your own pillows, sheets, a blanket 
perhaps, and personal effects.
If you wish, you may arrive late on the Friday 
afternoon.
A ‘happy hour’ is usually held at 4.30pm on the 
Saturday.

However, a cooked meal will be provided by the 
Camp on the Saturday night as an appreciation of 
your efforts at the working bee. Obviously we 
shall require numbers for catering purposes.

As I shall be away in the week before the working 
bee, if you plan to be at the Saturday night meal, 
please send an email with numbers and Clubto 
the Managers (Belinda Bowie and Jeanine 
Buchanan) at: info@campduckadang.com.au

We have had ‘new faces’ at recent working bees, 
so perhaps you’ll join those attending.

The Board of Directors wishes everybody a 
Safe and Happy New Year. 

Peter J Boge 
(Secretary to the Board, Lions Camp Duckadang)

LIONS CAMP DUCKADANG NEWS 

SALE  Hearing Dog Calendars  Only $10.00 ea
Contact:  Andrew McDougall     P.O. Box 279  ROSEWOOD 4340
email:   andrew@mcdougallfamily.com.au  
Phone:  H 07 5464 1921   M 0419 780 680
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March 
14th – 16th 
Lions Camp 
Duckadang

www.campduckadang.com.au 
 

Planned program for weekend: 
• Theme / focus for Conference 
  (To be announced) 
• Guest speaker/s (To be announced) 
• Activities (indoor & outdoor) 
• Information & training sessions 
• Social time to meet Leos from all over  
  Queensland 
• Leo of the Year judging 
  (run by State Leo Coordinator) 
• QSLC Business Session (usually Sunday 
  morning) – includes reports & elections 
• Sculling competition (usually Saturday night) – 

perpetual trophy to be awarded 

This is a great weekend away for all Leos to meet 
other like-minded people around their own age 

The Conference is fully supervised by 
Blue Card holding Lions 

Cost will be $96 

This will include 6 meals: Friday – Dinner, 
Saturday – Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner, 
Sunday – Breakfast & Lunch.

Accommodation is Dormitory style. 

Camp Duckadang is a 1.5 hectare site on the upper 
reaches of the Brisbane River. It provides a truly 
picturesque setting; it is owned and operated by 
Lions Clubs of Q1, Q3 and Q4. 

The Facilities are modern and clean and include an 
in ground swimming pool, Tennis courts, a 
Basketball court, Ping pong tables and Volleyball 
court.

The QLD state Leo conference is organised & run 
by the Leos on the Queensland State Leo Council 

Come along and join in the fun!

QUEENSLAND STATE LEO CONFERENCE 

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 2 MARCH, 2014

Site registrations now open. 
To put yourself into the picture register your site 
today by selecting a location which you think is in 
need of a Clean Up and register your own site. You 
can see our Site Supervisor Checklist for how to 
go about choosing, registering and organising your 
Clean Up. 

2014 Clean Up Kits will be sent out after 
Australia Day 2014. 

Clean Up Australia is inviting YOU to join us as a 
community sponsor of Clean Up Australia Day. 
Clean Up Australia Day belongs to YOU - the 
individuals, schools and businesses which have so 
generously participated in our annual event over 
the last 24 years. 100% of money raised by YOU 
goes towards the costs of materials that are 
provided free of charge to Clean Up Australia Day 
community volunteers and schools. All we need is 
125,000 Australians to donate just $2 to show how 
much YOU care about the environment - it's less 
than the cost of a cup of coffee. 

For more information log onto the Clean-up 
Australia Day website… 
http://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/about/about-
the-event/clean-up-australia-day

!
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That’s not fair! “There ought to be a law against 
it!” You hear this all the time. Yes, that’s something 
I learned very young, that LIFE IS NOT FAIR. 
Good people do sometimes get the thin edge of the 
wedge, while the undeserving get away with more 
than they should. Tsunamis do kill the innocent, 
while rich nations turn away in apathy. Children do 
come into the world with horrific disabilities.

We find it hard to surrender to the reality that not 
everyone is offered equal shares, that we don’t play 
on a level playing field, that the goal posts keep 
getting moved. We find it hard to accept that life is 
not always perfect, and if we are not very careful, 
we can get into the habit of wallowing in self-pity 
at our own misfortunes - or burning with 
indignation at the plight of others.   

These reactions are dead-ends, going nowhere. 
Pity, particularly self-pity, is a self-defeating 

emotion that makes everyone feel worse than 
before. Indignation gets you hot under the collar, 
and unless it leads to some constructive solutions, 
is equally futile and a waste of nervous energy.  

Nothing stops us, though, from doing everything in 
our power to improve our own lot, or the lives of 
others in distress. That’s where the true spirit of 
Lionism kicks in. Compassion that leads to positive 
action is what we need. When we are appalled at 
life’s injustices, we need to understand that it isn’t 
life’s job to make it fair, but it’s our job, as human 
beings and as caring Lions, to work towards justice 
and equity.

We Lions are meant to be experts in the art of 
helpful activity. Let’s keep looking for positive 
ways to help, whenever we see that life’s ‘not fair’ 
for someone. 

Editor, Lion Helen – GVK Lions Prints

EXTRACTS FROM CLUB NEWSLETTERS 

A youth project that keeps gaining support 
within our District

“Free CD”: Not sure what Outward Bound is all 
about? Send me an email and I’ll send your club a 
14 minute CD which will give you a basic concept 
about sending young people to 12 day Outward 
Bound Camps and the benefits to be gained.

Want to fund something really worth while? 
Want to use your funds within your local 
community? “Want to give a disadvantaged kid 
a helping hand? 

This is the project that lets you do just that. All the 
club has to do is locate a youth, boy or girl between 
15 &17 and send me the details; I’ll take care of 
everything else, all the paperwork, all the 
arrangements.

The next Camp is 13th to 24th January 2014 at 
Uki NSW

How do you locate such a youth? Easy! Just call 
on the principal of your local high school, or any 
local group dealing with young people, ask them to 
select a kid who is considered disadvantaged 
(either financially or physically) a kid who would 
otherwise never get such an opportunity. Let them 

know that your club is willing to finance the 
selection. When you have a name you can contact 
the parents or guardian to gain their approval. I’ll 
do the rest.

The youth can then become a guest speaker at 
your club to let your members know what was 
gained from your support.

(It is important not to talk a youth into going to 
camp; they must fully understand what is 
involved and then be excited about attending) 

An Outward Bound Camp is not a Holiday 
Camp: It is an outdoors educational camp (The 
kids come home thinking it was a great holiday 
because of what they gained, because the hard 
work is made enjoyable and the friends they made 
over the 12 days).

Contact me: Tony Cornell at 
tonylion@bigpond.com  or  02 66802011 

OUTWARD BOUND

mailto:tonylion@bigpond.com
mailto:tonylion@bigpond.com


Rochedale Springwood Lions 
Club: Lion Andrew Abrahams

Andrew is the only solo rower –
all the rest are pairs or fours 

A member of Lions District 201Q1 
following the path of Christopher 

Columbus to the New World. 
What you believe, remember you can achieve. 

Andrew Abrahams is competing 
in the Talisker Whisky Atlantic Challenge.  A 
rowing race across the Atlantic Ocean from The 
Canary Islands to Antigua.   The race started at 
11:00pm Brisbane time on Wednesday 4th 
December. Why is he doing this?  To raise 
awareness of disadvantaged children and raise 
funds for their support.   Funds raised will be 
distributed through Lions projects like Children’s 
Cancer Research, Childhood Mobility Foundation 
and ALDAF, to ensure ALL the monies get to 
where they can do the most good.                                                                                                     
Follow Andrew's progress on his website 
www.adventure4acure.com you will find a 
convenient "Donate"

WHERE IS HE NOW?    
At 10.00 am 14 January after 41 days at sea he is at  
17°14' N  49°20' W with 712 nautical miles to the 
finish having covered 24 NM in the last 24 hours - 
now running 5th overall from 13 boats. 
DISTANCE COVERED NOW 2078 NM WITH 
712.2 TO GO  (Falling back due to his autopilot 
failing) Yesterday while Andrew was in the back 
cabin he noticed that the boat was going beam on 
the sea (waves from the side). He came out of the 
cabin to find the autopilot was hard over and not 
operating. He straightened up the boat with the oars 
as this would normally kick the auto pilot back in. 
The autopilot did try to steer again but very slow. 
He then hand steered for a while so he could give 

the autopilot a break, however whilst rowing a big 
wave came through from a different direction and 
broke one of the oars. Wanting to have a break 
from the heavy weather he was trying to deploy the 
sea anchor from the stern when another large wave 
came over the back of the boat and in the back 
hatch which soaked his bed again: The sea anchor 
also got tangled around the rudder and in the 
process of clearing it he was washed overboard. 
(sounds bad so far doesn’t it!) He had his life line 
on:) He struggled to get back on board as it is a 
long way up to the back hatch from the water 
where he was tethered to. After a lot of hard work 
and being towed along for a while he managed to 
get back on board. The bad news is he must have 
gashed his shin on the way up on the rudder 
leaving a 4cm cut. Andrew did his first aid 
treatment to the cut and while it will be sore it 
shouldn’t be not too bad.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
For those who missed it  below is a link to the 
Channel 7 article and interview of Andrew in the 
news 9 January  http://au.news.yahoo.com/qld/
video/watch/20671270/queenslander-on-course-
for-record-row/ 

Ormeau Lions Club: 
Our team is registered for the World's Greatest 
Shave again in March - mark it in your diary - 
Saturday 15th March     
2-6pm at Shearers Arms Tavern.

We're called Lions Club of Ormeau and we are 
taking part to help the Leukaemia Foundation fund 
its important work – providing practical and 
emotional support to people with blood cancer, as 
well as investing millions in research.

You can join in the fun and join our team 
Go on, be brave and shave like us                                                                                              
You can sponsor our team Help us reach our 
fundraising goal.                                                                                                           
Get involved and support this important cause.  
Click here to visit our team's page today.  

OUT AMONGST THE CLUBS

!
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Burleigh Heads Lions Club: 
"Congratulations go to Lion Paul Trewartha on 
his nomination as the senior citizen of the year in 
the 2014 Australian of the year awards. This was in 
recognition of his untiring volunteer work over 
many years which has been remarkable ,as he has 
held a record 85 board positions in our club since 
joining on 1st Feb.1973, plus other community 
service work. Whilst Lion Paul was not a finalist, 
just to be accepted as a nominee is an achievement 
and his club members applaud his dedication and 
commitment to his community. "
There were more than 3000 entries with 128 State 
and Territory finalists chosen to contest the Awards,
This has been now narrowed down to 32 finalists  
who will be judged, in front of Parliament House 
Canberra, and broadcast live onABC1 at 6pm on 
25th January.
We are all proud of you Lion Paul.             
Submitted by Lion Merv Rose 

Nerang Highland Park 
Lions Club: 
Update on the wheelchair project for 2013-2014 
– Mike & Jenny Anderson                       

Thanks to all those Lions and 
Leo Clubs who support this program.

The 40 foot container of wheelchairs, 550 mobility 
aids to be assembled and then donated free to 
disabled people in Northern Thailand, arrived in 
Bangkok port on 4 November 2013.  After endless 
delays and excuses from Thai customs and officials 
it was, for some mysterious reason know only to 
them, unloaded and re-loaded onto small trucks for 
the journey north to Chiang Mai, where it arrived 
on 28 November 2013 at 8.30pm. 

28 November – our 34th wedding anniversary.  
We celebrated by helping to unload and store 550 
wheelchairs . . . What a way to celebrate!  Since 
then Mike and I have assembled 130 of the 
wheelchairs and most of them have already been 
donated.  We have run out of storage room for the 
moment so we get a rest for a couple of weeks from 
the assembly line. 

This is just an example of what we do when we 
donate the wheelchairs –

15 December 2013 – Wheelchair distribution to 
Uttradit.  10 disabled people came to the District 
Office, with family members to collect their 
wheelchairs and four individual disabled persons 
were visited at home as they were physically 
unable to leave their homes.  In each case, our 
presentation of a wheelchair makes a life of 
permanent home confinement more endurable for 
both the disabled person and their home caregiver.  
The 53 year old tiny man in the photos (weighing 
less than 20 kg) survives in a bare house void of 
furniture and is cared for by a woman he calls his 
daughter.  He has been in this condition since the 
age of 7.  He does not know the medical terms for 
his disability. The only explanation he knows of for 
his extreme disability is that when he was a small 
boy he came down with a very high fever which 
left him literally bent in half.  

We are happy to report that our attention was 
drawn to this man as well as the other chair 
recipients in these photos by a Buddhist monk who 
lives a solitary life high on a nearby mountain, but 
walks back and forth into the local village to buy 
his supplies.  In his earlier life he was an 
executioner at the Bangkok and Chiang Mai 
prisons and he then became a monk to atone for his 
wrong doings.  !



Uttradit is a 4 hour each way drive from Chiang 
Mai.  We have now donated 25 free wheelchairs to 
Uttradit.  We were told by the monk that the need is 
overwhelming with more than 450 residents of this 
rural area being disabled, they seem to have fallen 
off the radar of government priority.  We are the 
first donors of mobility aids in this area.  Had it not 
been for the 73 year old monk, these folks would 
have remained invisible. 

My insight (Jenny) into the case of the small man 
that we visited on 15 December 2013.  This man 
was lying on the bare floor boards of his filthy 
shack with a cold breeze coming up through the 
cracks in the floor, he had on only a small piece of 
material wrapped around his lower body.  When 
Don asked him if he was cold he answered yes but 
he had no additional clothing and there was no sign 
of any blankets.  He did have a very small pillow 
which was also filthy that he rested his head 
on.  The donation of a wheelchair will make a huge 
difference to this man's life.  Currently he is carried 
by a woman (who calls herself his daughter) to the 
market each day and lays on the bare ground with a 
cup begging for change, then he is carried home 
and left to lie on the floor. He also sleeps on the 
floor as he has no bedding of any kind.  With the 
gift of the wheelchair he will at least be able to gain 
some dignity and self esteem in being off the floor 
and able to look people in the eye when he 
communicates with them and not having to lie on 
the ground.  He has full function of his brain and 
had a good conversation with Don.  We (The 
Foundation) are also providing him with a mattress 
and bedding so that he has a proper place to sleep 
and keep warm. 

In cases like this one it is very difficult to know 
what is the right thing to do, but to restore even a 
tiny bit of dignity and self esteem to someone who 
has none is a very big step in the right direction.  
This situation, I'm sad to say, is not uncommon in 
Thailand and this man in particular just broke my 
heart.  I feel devastated that this kind of poverty 
exists in this day and age.  

 We will continue to do whatever we can to restore 
hope, dignity and self esteem, with compassion, not 
pity, to as many people as we can with the limited 
resources that we have available.  I want to assure 
you that the gift of a wheelchair will be a whole 
new life for this man who has been on the ground 
since he was 7 years of age.  He is now 53 and for 

the first time he can sit and see the world from a 
new perspective.

 Mike and I are doing what makes us very happy 
and we couldn’t have done it without the help of all 
our fellow Lions, family and friends, your support 
means the world to us. Thank you very much for 
your wonderful gift to the disabled people of 
Thailand.  Those of us who remain in good health 
have much to be thankful for.  We are thankful for 
donors like you and for the many wonderful Thai 
and foreign volunteers who donate their time and 
energy to assist the Foundation.  Your support for 
the ongoing and challenging work of our 
Foundation makes these donations possible. 

0855 467 072 (Thailand)   
kmaandjma@gmail.com  

!

!
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Although Clubs and Individuals can donate to 
LCIF by way of credit cards or wire/bank transfers, 
the most popular and requested method is to send a 
cheque. All monies to LCI/LCIF goes to your 
District Cabinet Treasurer in Australian Dollars. 
Your Cabinet Treasurer has been provided with the 
Australian LCI/LCIF account number allowing 
them to immediately deposit Club and Individual 
cheques. Your documentation for Melvin Jones 
Fellowships (MJF), Progressive Melvin Jones 
Fellowships (PMJF), Contributing Member 
Program, Appeals, Disaster Relief and General 
Donations, are forwarded to LCIF Chicago by your 
Cabinet Treasurer with details of your donation to 
LCIF.       

You can now choose in advance which areas to 
support: • Sight, • Humanitarian Needs (includes 
One Shot, One Life – Lions Measles Initiative), 
• Youth, • Disaster Relief, • Area of Greatest Need  
in filling out the LCIF MJF/PMJF and Other 

Donation Application Form LCIF-42M EN.                                                                                                                                                                                                      
After receiving your money and documents, should 
you request a MJF or PMJF your Cabinet Treasurer 
sends a copy of your MJF/PMJF application form 
together with a copy of any bank deposit slip to 
PDG George Barnard OAM LCIF District V3 Co-
ordinator. LCIF Chicago has appointed PDG 
George Barnard to prepare MJF plaques and lapel 
pins for Australian applicants. This has reduced the 
waiting time from over 8 weeks to the current 2 
weeks. PDG George is able to look up every clubs’ 
districts’ and individuals balance to ensure there are 
sufficient listed amounts prior to sending the MJF 
plaque and lapel pin. If you require MJF, PMJF 
and Contributing Member Application Forms or 
more information, please contact LCIF District 
Co-ordinator.                             
Yours sincerely, MDC Nigel Jeny, 
LCIF MD201 Co-ordinator

DONATIONS TO LIONS CLUBS 
INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION (LCIF)

CELEBRATE FAMILY AND 
FRIENDS MONTH IN APRIL!

There's nothing more important than family and 
friends. In April, let's show them how much they 
mean to us, and how much your Lions club means 
to the community. Family and Friends Month in 
April is an opportunity to invite your family and 
friends to learn, serve and celebrate with your club. 
Organize a service project, plan an open house, 
host a lunch or even a picnic—you decide how to 
introduce your family and friends to the club you 
love.
Download the Family and Friends Month flyer 
and get the word out to your members today! Learn 
more about Family and Friends on the LCI website.                                                                                    

Family Members Receive a Special Membership 
Discount: Encourage family members to join your 
club! They’ll receive a special discount on 
membership dues when they join the same club 
through our Family Membership Program!                                 

Special Event! Join the Lions World Lunch Relay 
on 4th April! The Lions World Lunch Relay is a 
24-hour international event that brings families and 
friends of Lions together in their local communities 
with families and friends of Lions around the 
world. More info click here.
Start planning your lunch event today!

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/common/pdfs/me50.pdf
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/common/pdfs/me50.pdf
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Australia Day, 26 January, is the biggest day of celebration in the country 
and is observed as a public holiday in all states and territories.

On Australia Day we come together as a nation to celebrate what's great 
about Australia and being Australian.

It's the day to reflect on what we have achieved and what we can be proud of 
in our great nation.

It's the day for us to re-commit to making Australia an even better place for 
the future.

AUSTRALIA DAY – 26 JANUARY, 2014

The people - The life savers on 
the beach and the farmers in the 
bush; the larrikins; our sporting 
heroes, artists and visionaries;                                                            
the volunteers who dedicate their 
lives to others; the spirit of 
pulling together in hard times 
and achieving beyond 
expectation; the eminent 
Australians from all walks of 
life, the battlers and the ordinary 
Australians who are anything 
but ordinary.

Our land - Fragile yet enduring. 
Harsh and extreme, lush and 
bountiful-a continent like no 
other. Our ancient land offers 
boundless opportunity, sustains 
us and makes us who we are.

Our diversity - A nation of 
difference and unity. People 
from the city, the country, 
different nations and 
backgrounds; we are one 
people, living together. 
Through our diverse beliefs and 
experiences we learn from each 
other and grow together.

What's great about Australia? 
There are many great things about this country:

The indigenous cultures - 
The rich and resilient spirituality; 
the knowledge, art and history. 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples are part of 
Australia's identity and culture.

Our freedom and democracy - 
A society built on fundamental 
rights and responsibilities. 
Freedom of thought and 
expression. Participation in 
government and respect for and 
equality under the law.

A fair go for all - An enduring 
spirit of mateship and fairness. 
A compassionate society 
committed to access to 
employment, housing, health 
and education. Ours is a land of 
opportunity where we can do 
anything.

!

Citizenship ceremonies are an important part of Australia Day celebrations. 
They are often led by officials including the Governor-General, Prime 
Minister, government representatives or other prominent Australian citizens. 
Many of our Lions Clubs are proud to host Australian Citizenship 
Ceremonies on Australia Day.  Since the first Australian citizenship ceremony in 
1949, more than four million people have chosen to become Australian citizens.

Australia Day is also an opportunity for all Australians to affirm their 
commitment to Australia by taking part in an Australian Citizenship 
affirmation ceremony. These ceremonies may be part of a citizenship 
ceremony or other community function.                          

!
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“CONTINUOUS MEMBERSHIP GROWTH 
IS CRITICAL TO OUR SURVIVAL”

MARCH MEMBERSHIP MONTH 2014   
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN      
Q1 we need your help we need new members in 
our clubs.                

BACKGROUND:  This proposal provides 
concerted and focused action right across the MD 
through the Month of March 2014, with a National 
Focus on activities to drive Membership Growth in 
existing clubs, and will be complemented by the 
continued work of LCI New Club Consultants and 
others in the formation of new clubs. 

PLAN – GENERAL: 
It is proposed that MARCH 2014 will be MARCH 
MEMBERSHIP MONTH, with EVERY CLUB in 
EVERY DISTRICT asked and encouraged to 
conduct a minimum of ONE (1) PRO-ACTIVE 
RECRUITMENT CAMPAIGN, which will be 
supported by PR activity at all levels – National, 
District, Zone & Club, that will focus on and raise 
awareness of “Who are the Lions and What we 
do” right across our Nation. 

AIM: To recruit additional  NEW MEMBERS 
across the DISTRICT due to our efforts with the 
March Membership Month campaign

EXECUTION – GENERAL OUTLINE    The 
activity will be conducted in several phases:-

A. Training The majority of clubs indicate that 
they require assistance with membership drives – 
and that includes provision of basic “sales” skills to 
their members. “SELLING LIONS”  is a simple 
seven (7) step sales Power Point presentation that 
can be delivered at Club or Zone  level 
Presentations – add to this brief training to cover all 
necessary aspects on how to run different types of 
Recruitment activities – and easily delivered by 
GMT/GLT Coordinators .in a 2 hour period. 

B. Q1 will hold a training morning on Saturday 
the 1st of March and everyone is invited, an 
invitation will come out to your club through the 
Cabinet Secretary .

C. We are here to assist, come along to this 
special morning so we can work with you and your 
club to bring in new members..

D. Public Relations and P/R, One of the key 
components is to get maximum P/R exposure over 
the period to create awareness of “Who” the Lions 
are and “What” we do, with an expected rise in the 
number of enquiries rec’d at both National & Club 
level. “Enquiries” treated correctly become 
“Prospects,” and a large percentage should be 
converted to new members – our ultimate aim. 

• Lions Editorial At the same time as the paid 
advertisements are placed, we also seek reciprocal 
Lions Editorial together with localised photographs 
of Lions activities promoting individual club/zone/
district projects. We are helped immensely as this 
will coincide with Lions Youth Of The Year and 
Leo Judging. If clubs are not able to provide own 
content for editorial, then a generic editorial which 
has been used previously could be implemented 
( e.g. – Where have all the Lions Gone?)

• National TV Coverage  The “two hands” TV 
Ads will continue to run in support of Club & 
District initiatives

• Radio Interviews Lions at all levels 
(DG’s, Zonies, Club Presidents etc) encouraged to 
contact their local radio outlets for “live” or 
“pre-recorded” interviews to promote their 
Club’s initiatives and Recruiting Activities.

• Club/District/National WebSite, Blog & 
Facebook – opportunities for all of these to 
promote individual activities

E. Recruiting Activities Clubs are encouraged to 
complete a MINIMUM OF ONE (1) Pro-Active 
Recruiting Activity that will introduce new 
members to their clubs. This can range from 
shopping centre displays, free raffles, ladies: 
High Tea” afternoon. Sausage Sizzles etc.                                                                    
For more information 
Please contact 
GMT Coordinator 
PDG Lesley Lyons 
0419 796 022 
or email
llyo5865@bigpond.net.au 

mailto:llyo5865@bigpond.net.au
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Dear Greg,  “I was shocked to hear our Prime 
Minister say that Australia’s prison population has 
been ballooning for the past ten years. My God, has 
the world gone mad? Those people are there to be 
punished, not to be given 'thrill of a lifetime' 
experiences that most law abiding citizens can only 
dream of.” Anon.

Dear Greg,  “Political correctness. I have noted 
that some people are objecting to our use of the 
word ‘Chairman’ because the last three letters are 
masculine, and they recommend that we substitute 
‘Chairperson’ instead. That’s fine, except aren’t the 
last three letters masculine, also? Therefore I 
recommend that, instead of referring to our Zone 
Chairmen as Zone Chairpersons, we use Zone 
Chairpersiblings instead!” Anon.

Dear members and friends, 
Was surprised to receive a phone call just now from 
Lion Andrew in the middle of the Atlantic - 
wonders of modern communications!

He has had a real adventure so far and it is 
impossible to adequately describe the conditions 
that he is enduring.  Very frightening when he talks 
of the size of the seas and having the boat 
completely overrun by huge waves and then having 
the boat at 90 degrees on its side surfing down a 
wave at 16 knots!   All he can do in those 
circumstances is hang on.

Andrew's is the only fully wooden boat in the field 
and therefore is by far the heaviest.   So his 
achievement to be in 4th place overall ahead of 
many pairs and fours in lighter boats is even more 
of an achievement.

He is getting over his sea sickness and feeling 
better than he sounded on the recent ABC radio 
interview and is somewhat getting used to the spicy 
food (due to a mix up in the supply of the food he 
ordered) and is able to keep most of it down - but 
has lost a lot of weight.    Very important to get 
proper food because of the rowing and exercise of 
just hanging on he planned on 6,000 calories a day 
of food intake.

Andrew is estimating arriving in Antigua 
somewhere between the 21st and 26th of January.   
All dates are important as his mum and dad arrive 
in Antigua on the 21st, his birthday is the 24th and 
he wants to make sure he is there by the 26th to 
wave the Australian flag on Australia Day.

And what is he looking forward to the most on 
arrival?      A lemonade iceblock!   Amazing what 
the mind craves in the circumstances he is in.

So keep Andrew in your thoughts and follow his 
progress on our club website, which I am updating 
daily as to his location and progress.

Best regards, Chris Richardson, Secretary, 
Lions Club of Rochedale Springwood Inc 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

One of Lions Clubs' greatest 
strengths is that 100% of donations 

go back to the community.

!

Whenever a Lions Club gets together, 

problems get smaller. And communities get better. 

That's because we help where help is needed – 

in our own communities and around the world – 

with unmatched integrity and energy.
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Something for your Bucket List?
Literally tell the people you care about: “I CARE ABOUT YOU.”                                                                                               

For some reason we have this innate fear of expressing affection for others, even platonically. It’s like we 
are scared that if we tell someone how much we care about them that they will be creeped out or take it the 
wrong way or think we are aggressive or crazy. Well I am calling bulldust. In this world all anyone really 

wants is love and to know that they are cared about. If you care about a friend, or a non-friend, or the 
security guard you pass at work that makes your morning and they don’t know how much you appreciate 

them, you are doing a disservice by not telling these people. There is truly no excuse for refusing to spread 
the love you already have with the people who deserve it.

"Peace, Love and Understanding"
is the theme of the 2014-15 Peace Poster Contest. Lions clubs can sponsor 
this art contest for kids in their community for children in local schools or 

organized, sponsored youth groups. Through the contest students are 
encouraged to visually depict their interpretation of the contest’s theme. 

Each year a different theme incorporating Peace is chosen. 
Twenty four international finalists are selected to represent the 

work of more than 350,000 young participants from around 75 countries worldwide. 
Since 1988 more than 3.6 million children have participated.                                                                                                                                                                                         

Encouraging Youth: Each year since 1988 Lions Clubs around the world proudly sponsor the 
Lions Clubs International Peace Poster Contest in local schools and youth groups, encouraging young 
people to artistically express their vision of peace as well as expressing in words what peace means.                                                                                             
Promoting the Arts: Participants use a variety of mediums including charcoal, crayon, pencil and 

paint to express a new theme developed each year to spark their imagination. 
The works created are unique and express the young artist’s life experience and culture.

!

DID YOU KNOW?: The longest stretch of straight rail track in the world crosses part of Australia’s 
Nullarbor Plain just north of the Great Australian Bight. The arrow-straight section is 478km long.                                                                                                              

The road contains the longest straight section of tarred road in Australia (146.6 km).

TAMWORTH NEW SOUTH WALES MULTIPLE DISTRICT CONVENTION 2014 
Early registrations are pouring in and if they keep going at this rate 

Tamworth 2014 will be one of the biggest Multiple District 201 Conventions ever.

Friday 2 May to Monday 5th May.

DENIM & LACE SHINDIG FINALE: Monday 5th May 6:30pm for 7:00pm at TREC 

Join this great last night shindig with dinner music by Champagne Charlie and after dinner featuring 
THE BUSHWACKERS.                                                                                                                                                                           

This band is an Australian Icon who has recently celebrated their 40th Anniversary. 

They are known throughout the world and appeared in Nashville recently. 
Three times they have awarded Golden Guitars, they have received Mo Awards and inducted into the 

Galaxy of Stars. So come in your Denim, Lace and Checked shirts for this great night and 
kick up your heels or just enjoy the company of friends along with fantastic music.
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